Activity 2:
Planning a Parent Education Program

You are a school psychologist in a large suburban school district.  You work in an elementary school and the neighboring middle/high school.  76% of your children are eligible for the free and reduced lunch program and approximately 60% are students of color. Your principals want to implement a parent education program at the schools to support parents in becoming more involved in the academic and social development of their children. You have the following data to use in making your decisions:

· A parent needs assessment shows interest in learning more about parenting teenagers

· 95% of the parents work outside the home.

· 42% of the families are single parent families

· Academic achievement testing shows the schools to be below state standards in all areas

· A student survey done with middle and high schools the previous year resulted in the following findings:

· 52 % report being alone at home more than 2 hours per school day.

· 33% report being physically abused by someone in their home in the past year.

· 36% report being a victim of violence in the past year.

· 56% report being at parties where “other kids your age were drinking”.

Discussion Questions: 

Of the three Programs reviewed here – which might be an appropriate program to employ based on your schools’ data? Discuss the decision-making process you used to select a program.

What would be some important considerations to keep in mind as you begin planning to implement such a program?  

How you will evaluate the program’s overall effectiveness?  
